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Figure 1. The basis for Scandinavian IS research
1
Bjerknes: The Basis for Scandinavian IS Research
Published by AIS Electronic Library (AISeL), 2016
?????????????
I have chosen to present my comment to Carsten Sørensen’s article as a drawing, in the strong 
tradition of visual communication within the IS discipline. Here I will add a few comments.
I agree with Carsten that over the last 30 years IS research has been centred on (business) or-
ganisasations. My interpretation of the article is that Carsten assumes that this focus is the basis 
for the IS discipline, and that we need to broaden the basis to cater for current trends. This is 
where I disagree with Carsten. In my understanding, the IS discipline is founded on two pillars, 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ?????????
of contradiction refers to the mutual dependency of labour and capital as well as the conflicting 
interests between the two. IS as a discipline is focussed on the role of technology in this contra-
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??????????????????????????????????????????????? ???????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????-
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
trade unions, not on single business organisations. 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
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side of the contradiction, but as consumers, we are on the capital side. How does our behaviour 
?????????????????????? ???????? ???? ?? ??????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
30 years ago, information was collected to control business processes. Today, information is a 
currency in itself, as we can see in the current focus on big data, and on the strategic distribution 
???????????????????? ???????????????????????????????? ???????????????????????????????????-
tion is a whole new area to investigate. 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
In my view, the reason why research in the IS discipline is still organisation centred, must be 
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ?????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
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Notes
1. ????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
both conceptually and empirically investigated and provided advice on IS related phenom-
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
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